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FADE | N:
EXT. VARI OQUS LANDSCAPES - MONTAGE - MAG C HOUR
The sun sets on city streets and industrial buildings.
I NT. ROBERT'S STUDI O APARTMENT - NI GHT
A lighter opens, ignites a cigarette.

Moonl i ght penetrates the blinds, casts an eerie gl ow across
the room Various magic supplies litter the floor.

ROBERT WEXFORD, 30, tall, dark hair, black shirt and pants,
white bowtie, sits in a chair, his back turned.

Smoke rises fromthe cigarette in his hand. He flips playing
cards onto the floor with his other hand.

Sound of the door opening.

A woman, JEAN, 25, short blonde hair, pretty, black dress,
wal ks down the hall, places her keys on the kitchen counter.

JEAN
Sorry I'm | ate.

Robert turns to | ook at her, gets up.

ROBERT
It's okay.

They ki ss.

JEAN
Your tie's crooked.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Reveal , Robert stands in front of a long mrror, fixes his
tie, and hair.

Jean cones up behind Robert, places her hand on his shoul der.

JEAN ( CONT' D)
Ner vous?

ROBERT
A bit. We need another practice.

JEAN
You worry too mnuch.

ROBERT
| don't want to end up |like Leo.

Jean nods.



They turn away fromthe mrror.

BLACK
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I NT. THEATRE STACGE - N GHT

The theatre is enpty.

Robert and Jean approach a |arge red box.

Robert opens the box. Jean enters. He runs his hand agai nst
her cheek and sm | es.

He shuts the door.
Several beats.
He opens the box. Jean is gone.

ROBERT
Alright. You can come out now.

No response.
ROBERT ( CONT' D)
Cone on Jean. It's not the tine to
j oke around.
Si | ence.
Robert opens the back of the box. Jean isn't there.
He | ooks around, panicked.

ROBERT ( CONT' D)
Jean. Jean!

No response.

In a panic he searches the stage, screans out to the enpty
t heatre.

ROBERT ( CONT' D)
Jean. Jean! Cone on

He sits on the edge of the stage, runs his hand through his
hai r, distraught.

I NT. ROBERT'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Robert searches the room Jean isn't there.

He sees her keys on the countertop and takes them



EXT. JEAN S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Robert puts the key in the | ock.
I NT. JEAN S APARTMENT HALLWAY/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Robert opens the door, wal ks down the long hall to the
ki t chen.

DAVE, 28, stands in the kitchen, nmaking dinner. He junps in
surprise as Robert enters the room

DAVE
OCh ny Cod!
ROBERT
Wio the hell are you? What are doing
her e?
DAVE
Take whatever you want. | don't care.
ROBERT

This is nmy girlfriend s apartnent.
Jean. Do you know Jean?

DAVE
No. | don't know what you're talking
about .

Robert | ooks around the apartment, realizes it |ooks
different.

ROBERT
This is 18 West Costello St., right?

DAVE
Yes. How d you get mny key?

Robert steps back, runs his hand through his hair, confused.

ROBERT
| don't know. |I'msorry.

Robert puts the key down, |eaves, shuts the door.
I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Robert sits in his chair.

The sound of a siren fades in the distance.

The phone rings.

Robert answers.



ROBERT
Hel | o.
JEAN (O S.)
Robert. Help ne. Please. They're
com ng.
ROBERT
Jean. \Were are you?
JEAN (O S.)
Pl ease. Help

Static.
A click. The line goes dead.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT - LATER

Robert paces back and forth in front of the w ndow, noving
in and out of the noonlight.

DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. ROBERT'S APARTMENT - LATER

Robert sits on the edge of the bed, nervously opens and cl oses
his lighter.

The phone rings (O S.)
He gets up, picks up the phone.

ROBERT
Hel | o.
JEAN (O S.)
Pl ease. Hurry. They're al nost here.
Static.
ROBERT
Jean. Jean, can you hear nme? \Were
are you?
Not hi ng.

Robert hangs up the phone.

ROBERT ( CONT' D)
Jesus.



10 I NT. CAFE - N GHT 10

Robert enters the enpty cafe, approaches SHEI LA ANDERSON
60, dark hair, waitress.

SHEI LA
We're closing up. There's a pl ace
open down the street.

ROBERT
Oh, | don't want anything to eat.
It's Robert.
SHEI LA
I don't know any Robert.
ROBERT
Robert Wexford. Your daughter's
boyfri end.
SHEI LA
Sir, | don't have a daughter.
ROBERT
Jean. Your daughter Jean.
SHEI LA
Look, | said | don't have a daughter.
Now wi I | you pl ease |eave. It's

closing tine.

ROBERT
But | know you.

SHEI LA
Don't make nme call the nmanager

ROBERT
Ckay. My m st ake.

Robert wal ks away, turns and | ooks at Sheila once again,
then turns away and exits.

11 I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT - NI GHT 11
I ce and bourbon fill a glass.

Robert wal ks to the wi ndow, glass in hand, takes a sip. He
parts the blinds, stares out at the night.

BEG N FLASHBACK:
12 EXT. FIELD - DAY 12

Robert and Jean run through a field. The grass sways in the
wi nd.
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EXT. LAKE - MAG C HOUR

Robert and Jean sit beside a | ake, watch as the sun sets

over the placid water. Robert runs his hand through Jean's

hair.

I NT. ROBERT'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Robert and Jean fall onto the bed. They ki ss.
END FLASHBACK:

I NT. ROBERT'S APARTMENT KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Robert sits, flips playing cards onto the table.
He stops, picks up the phone, dials.

Several rings.

LEO (O S.)
Hel | o.

ROBERT
Leo, it's Robert. W need to talk.

I NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT
The dimy lit restaurant is deserted.

Robert sits at a table with LEO LILT, 45, slightly
i nt oxi cated, crooked bowie hanging around his collar.

Both men drink fromglasses filled with dark beer.

LEO
I was surprised when you call ed.
It's been awhile.

ROBERT
| need your advi ce.

LEO
I"mnot exactly in a position to be
hel pi ng anyone.

ROBERT
What happened when you hypnoti zed
t hat wonan?

LEO
I went through the routine |like any
other night. Picked a pretty girl
fromthe crowd. Cracked a few jokes.
Started in with the hypnosis. And
her eyes rolled back in her head.

( MORE)
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LEO ( CONT' D)
Just |ike that. She never woke up. |
can't explainit.

ROBERT
You ever think about her?
LEO
Sure. | used to visit her in the

hospital . Just sit there, hoping
she' d open her eyes. Junping at any
sign of novenment. But her famly
told me to stop.

ROBERT
I"min a tough spot as well.
LEO
What can | do?
ROBERT
It's Jean. | think one of ny tricks
may have hurt her
LEO
Wio' s Jean?
ROBERT
My girlfriend.
LEO

Never heard of her

ROBERT
Are you ki dding me? You introduced
us at your goddamm birthday party.

LEO
Hey, just settle down. You either
want ny help, or you don't. | have

no problemsitting here, drinking
by nysel f.

ROBERT
["msorry. I'munder a |ot of pressure
ri ght now.

LEO
Vel |l how serious is it? You didn't
cut her in half did you? | know a

guy in Jersey City who did that.
Very nessy.

ROBERT
No. She di sappeared during ny
vani shing act.
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LEO
I've only heard of that happening
once before. Jack Kerrigan from
M | waukee. | think you net at the
conference a few years ago.

ROBERT
What did he do?

LEO
He killed hinself. Used a doubl e-
barrel shotgun. A real ness.

ROBERT
Jesus. Cone on
LEO
I"msorry. | shouldn't have said

that. Look, if you can help her,
then | think you should try. In ny
case, | think about ny girl, and
that she's probably happier in that
deep sl eep. Constantly dream ng.
Never having to deal with any of
this shit. | do shows at Seafood
Pal ace now. You don't want that.

ROBERT
No.

Robert nods, |ooks at his dwindling cigarette.
Sound of ringing phone (O S.)
I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT - NI GHT 17

Robert puts on his white gl oves and bl ack suit coat. The
phone continues to ring.

He stands in front of the mrror, adjusts his tie,

Jean cones up behind him kisses his neck. He closes his
eyes, as she places her hand on his shoul der.

A beat .

The phone stops ringing.

Robert opens his eyes. Jean is gone.

I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT DOCRWAY - NI GHT 18

Robert stands in the doorway, |ooks at his apartnent for the
final time, before he turns off the light and shuts the door.



19

20

21

22

| NT. THEATRE STAGE - N GHT 19
Robert approaches the red box, stops.
He sl owly opens the door.

There is a nonent of hesitation. He exhales, enters the red
box and shuts the door.

A low runmble is heard.

EXT. FIELD - DAY 20
The wind blows through the field from Robert's nenory.

EXT. LAKE - MAG C HOUR 21
The sun sets on the |ake. There are no people in sight.

I NT. ROBERT' S APARTMENT - MAG C HOUR 22

Robert's apartnent is now conpletely enpty, with the exception
of a deck of cards spread across the floor.

A phone rings.
FADE QUT:
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